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payer's knowledge; and when they do SO', they may legally
be forced to return it, although the zakat payer, as between
him and God, is advised to let it go, provided, however, that
he does not happen to have relations who need the zakat
more. The beneficiaries are in detail as follows:

(i) The "poor" (faqlr} are those who do not own a
nisab of property, or who own a nisab of unproductive
property, which is entirely destined for the satisfaction of
first necessities, or of debts. Hence if a student of law
should own books to the value of many nisabs, he is still
poor if he needs those books, but should the latter be owned
by an ignorant person, he is barred from receiving a share
out of the zakat proceeds. What is true of books is also
true of artisan's tools. If, however, a student of law has
two copies of the same book or two houses and needs only
one of them, the extra book or house is taken into account
and if its value amounts to a nisab, its owner is considered
rich. Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan holds that if the rental of
the extra house is used for the food of himself and his
family, the value of the house is not taken into account in
reckoning the nisab.* According to the Path? there are
three different kinds of nisab which must be distinguished
from one another, (i) The nisab of productive property
which is unencumbered with debts; such nisab subjecting
its owner to the obligation of zakat. (2) The nisab which
is not productive or which is encumbered with debts. Such
nisab does not subject to zakat, but bars from participation
in the proceeds of zakat if it is not entirely destined for the
satisfaction of the first necessities. Thus a person owning
several articles of wearing apparel or several household uten-
sils or a horse, is barred from receiving zakat if he does not

1 Majma', p. 182.

* P. 202; cf* also Majma', p. 183, 1. I.